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BOOK REVIEWS 



Die Tierischen Pakasiten des Menschen, die von ihnen hervorgerufenen 
Erkrankungen und ihre Heilung. By Max Braun and Otto Seifert. 
II Teil: Klinik und Therapie der Tierschen Parasiten des Menschen. 
By Doctor Otto Seifert. Pp. 506. Leipzig: Verlag von Curt Kabitzsch, 
1920. 

The first part of this well-known text appeared just before the opening of 
the war and was reviewed at length in the Journal (2:201). The second part, 
covering the clinical-therapeutic section, has only just appeared. The delay 
permitted the complete reorganization of the text and the introduction of 
material from the period of the war so that the book contains much not yet 
available in any other text. There is, of course, no necessary and intimate 
connection between this part and the section that appeared earlier under the 
immediate authorship of Professor Braun, but by virtue of a common origin 
and general title one might expect an agreement in formal matters at least. 
The fact is, however, that the names employed in this part to designate the 
parasites are noticeably different from those employed by Braun, even in some 
cases being conspicuously unusual, antiquated, and erroneous. This is unfortu- 
nately calculated to confuse most students and will surely lead astray those 
without considerable technical knowledge in this exact field. 

The author handles his topics in a fashion not found in any other work, 
emphasizing symptomatology, treatment, drugs, dosage and other practical med- 
ical aspects that are peculiarly significant for the practicing physician and make 
the volume indispensable. Reference to the sources from which material is 
taken are introduced in such abundance that fifteen to twenty-five percent of 
every page is taken up by the brief footnotes containing the references. The 
bulk of the material is German of course and American cases are not very 
fully, or carefully, listed ; but other nations are equally passed over and per- 
haps the cases listed, which are evidently selected, give adequate illustrations 
of types as well as methods of treatment and results. The author cites often 
a review or abstract of an article rather than the original, his references being 
confined to relatively few journals. This has the advantage of making it pos- 
sible to consult the article readily but is open to some objection by virtue of 
greater chance of error and confusion. The great medical journals in Ger- 
many and England are most often cited; those of France and the United 
States come next and all others are infrequently referred to. Thus while 
citations are abundant and representative, the treatment of the topics is not 
exhaustive though more extensive than in any other work yet published. 

The arrangement of the material seems at times somewhat peculiar and 
difficult to explain. Thus in the general section on Cestodes many pages 
are taken up by a discussion of hookworm anemia, of ascaris symptoms and 
toxins, of whipworm anemia, of pinworm poisons, and of verminous appendi- 
citis. This material is of special value and deserves greater emphasis. Since 
no general discussion appears under the heading Nematodes, it is possible 
that this material really represents a misplaced section which by chance was 
printed under the wrong heading. A parallel case occurs under the heading 
Myiasis externa where at the close several pages are devoted to organisms 
surely not in any sense flies, such as the earworm, various Myriapods 
Artemisia, and even a Milleporidian coral that produces dermatitis. 

The volume has a good author's index but the topical index is weak, as 
important a parasite as the trichina not being referred under any heading 
But these are minor defects and do not conceal the high value of the work. 
In its first edition Professor Seifert's section represented a new departure in 
the literature of parasitology. In this new edition the book is larger, better, 
and even more indispensable than before. 



